Wisconsin Enteric Pathogen Surveillance (WEPS)
Specimen Submission Instructions
Updated July 24, 2017
Specimen Submission 
· Send WEPS isolates as they are recovered and stool specimens when testing is completed to allow for timely analysis at WSLH; please do not “save” isolates/ specimens to send in batches (especially pathogenic E. coli and L. monocytogenes).  This can lead to a significant delay in the detection and investigation of outbreaks.
· Submit stool specimens in enteric transport media (e.g Cary Blair, Parapak) to aid in organism recovery. Raw stools cannot be used for culture.
· Testing of WEPS specimens is fee exempt and shipping costs are paid for by WSLH when using the Gold Cross courier service. 

Specimen Handling and Transport 
· Follow infection control and/or laboratory safety guidance during collection and handling of specimens. 

· Request specimen transport supplies (WSLH Kit # 10 Mailer for Enteric Bacterial samples) through the WSLH Clinical Orders department at 800-862-1088. 

· WSLH shipping containers are provided at no cost to Wisconsin facilities and agencies. 

· Shippers from other sources are also acceptable, as long as refrigerator temperatures are maintained when necessary. 

· Most isolates may be packaged, labeled and transported as “Biological Substance, Category B” materials, except isolates of Shiga toxin-producing E. coli, Shigella dysenteriae serotype 1, and suspected Yersinia pestis. 

· Package Shiga toxin-producing E. coli, Shigella dysenteriae serotype 1, and suspected Yersinia pestis isolates as “Category A, Infectious substance affecting humans” materials. 

· It is the submitter’s responsibility to ensure that specimens are appropriately packaged to prevent leakage and meet regulatory requirements. 

· Transport of the above isolates or stool specimens is available if needed through the Gold Cross courier service at no cost to the submitter, as part of the WEPS program. For transport, contact the Gold Cross office in your area (763-233-0099) and say the specimen is for “CDD”. Fee exempt testing covers standard, overnight shipping. Alternative shipping (i.e. same day or weekend) must be approved by the WSLH prior to submission as these incur substantial additional costs.
Requisition Forms 
· Submit isolates to the WSLH as part of the WEPS program with a WSLH Requisition Form “CDD A”. 
· Be sure to complete the submitter information and provide two forms of patient identification on each form
· Contact the WSLH Clinical Orders Department (phone 800-862-1088) to request WSLH “CDD A” requisition forms that are pre-printed with your institution name and address. 

NOTE: Please provide the patient address, when available, and submitting agency telephone number when completing requisition forms and when providing reportable disease reports to local or state public health. Including this information will minimize delays at the laboratory or health department when further information is needed. 

Result Reports 
· Identification and serotyping results will be reported, if applicable. 

· Failure to recover an organism from a stool specimen at the WSLH does not mean that a positive nucleic acid amplification test or antigen detection test performed by the submitting lab is a false positive.
· Susceptibility testing can be provided as fee-for-service testing for Salmonella, Shigella or Campylobacter jejuni/coli .Other organisms may be tested on a case by case basis. If you would like us to report an AST result, please submit a formal request on our requisition form.  Please note that we will only report CLSI-approved antimicrobials for the organism tested.

WSLH Contact Information 
· Questions about submitting enteric bacterial isolates to the WSLH: Contact the WSLH Communicable Disease Division, Customer Service Department, at 800-862-1013. 

· Ordering shippers and requisition forms: Contact the WSLH Clinical Orders Department (phone 800-862-1088). 
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